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Seminar Topic: Fanon’s Wretched of the Earth '
 
Tuesday 14:35 – 17:25 
'
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alia.al-saji@mcgill.ca 
Office: 932 Leacock 
Office hours: See MyCourses. In-person meetings available by appt.  
 

McGill University is located on unceded Indigenous land. The Kanien’kehá:ka Nation is recognized as 
the custodians of the lands and waters on which we gather. Tiohtià:ke/Montréal is historically known as 
a gathering place for many First Nations and continues to be home to a diverse population of Indigenous 
and racialized peoples.!!"#$%&'(!)*&+!$,%'-./01(020')!1-0+!'-)!03,4/5$)0!4+!&'+)&)4)&-'$//67!8$)*089!&)!
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At the intersection of phenomenology, psychiatry, and political philosophy, Frantz Fanon’s work 
attempts to articulate the ambivalent and painful terrain of racialization and colonization.  Fanon’s 
philosophy is central to critical philosophy of race, to anticolonial and decolonial theories, as well as 
to decolonized psychiatry. Fanon brings to light the structuring work of colonialism, racism and 
imperialism, their imaginary dimensions, and their experiential and agential effects.  The 
philosophical traction of Fanon’s work—and its methodological promise—lies in this 
multidimensional analysis of colonialism. 
 
At once poignant and provocative, Fanon’s work allows us to think colonialism—and its 
intertwining with racism and imperialism—in structural, systemic, political and phenomenological, 
lived and felt ways.  Fanon’s work confronts us with questions: How is racialization, at once, social 
pathology and “aberration of affect”?  How can colonization be structuring of being, while 
historical?  

mailto:alia.al-saji@mcgill.ca


https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/89505962284?pwd=qtDtllNKYAk8FO5XI4TDFSHyqnDyMQ.1
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The grade depends on: a major term paper, 65%; weekly questions (25%); and consistent and 
engaged participation in the class, 10%.  
 

(1) The FD>V'.?.D>, worth 2*W of your grade, should be approximately R*@()';-T%: in 
length (closer to 15 pages for undergraduates; closer to 20 pages for graduate students). 
Formatting should be: Times New Roman 12 font, double spaced.  The topic of this paper is 
to be designed by you, in consultation with the instructor. You are allowed (but not required) 
to consult secondary sources for the purpose of this essay. The paper will be due at the end 
of the term (April 25
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Note on Formative Feedback: If you require formative feedback before the withdrawal deadline for 
the course (Feb. 25th), then you should let me know by Feb. 8th. I will give qualitative feedback (not 
graded) on your questions/reflections up to that point in the course. 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY VALUES ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.  THEREFORE ALL STUDENTS MUST 
UNDERSTAND THE MEANING AND CONSEQUENCES OF CHEATING, PLAGIARISM AND 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/

