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Welcome to the 18th Annual Research Day of McGill University’s Faculty of Dental Medicine and
Oral Health Sciences!

We are celebrating the remarkable achievements of our graduate and undergraduate students,
with over 80 oral and poster presentations of their research findings. These presentations cover a
vast array of areas related to dental and oral health sciences, showcasing the depth and breadth of
knowledge and expertise within our Faculty.

We are honored to have two outstanding keynote speakers this year: Professor Eduardo Franco of
the Division of Cancer Epidemiology of McGill, and Dr. Paul Zaslansky of Charité -
Universitätsmedizin Berlin. Professor Franco will share his thoughts with us on the future of
scientific publishing in the face of open-access publications, and Dr. Zaslansky will share his recent
insights in the pros and cons of using research-grade tomographic methods for looking at bone
structure.

Research Day is not possible without the efforts of our dedicated organizing committee, who have
worked relentlessly over the past several months to design the scientific program, find keynote
speakers, and evaluate submissions. Their hard work is key to the success of this event. 

We are truly grateful to all of our session moderators and judges for their generosity in
contributing their time and expertise to evaluate the oral and poster presentations. 

Finally, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to all of our sponsors for their invaluable
support. Your contributions allow us to recognize the outstanding work conducted by our students
and award them for their exceptional efforts.

We thank you for joining us today, and we hope that you enjoy the presentations and the lively
discussions. On behalf of the organizing committee, we wish you a fruitful and engaging 
18th Annual Research Day.

Sincerely,
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Bettina Willie
Academic Chair, Organizing Committee
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We would like to thank our sponsors and donors for their generous support, without
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Eduardo L. Franco is a Distinguished James McGill
Professor and Director of the Division of Cancer
Epidemiology and former Chairman (2011-2023) of the
Department of Oncology at McGill. Since 1985, he has
conducted epidemiologic research on the causes of
cancer and on the means to prevent it or to improve
patient survival, topics on which he has published
hundreds of articles and two books. He is the Editor-in-
Chief of the Journal of the National Cancer Institute,
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus of Preventive Medicine, and
Senior Editor of eLife. He is an Officer of the Order of
Canada and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and
of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences.

Eduardo L. Franco

THE UNCERTAIN FUTURE OF SCHOLARLY
PUBLISHING IN SCIENCES

Science communication has a 350-year history. In the second half of the 20th century,
academic publishing became a mostly for-profit activity, justified by the complex logistics of
curating science, printing journals, and distributing them to institutions and indivi ei . he

advent of the n nternet in the mid- 99 0s disr pted this process. co nsiderabl  ioering ths

costs of publishing scientific journals, ut the s avings ere not passed on to co nsumer . .e. ,

academic libraries and subscribers. his untenable situation led to the o nse of the open-ac cess (O ( movement at the turn of the century. hich sni ted the costs of pudiishing frod

readers to authors, thus democrati inn access to scienti ic kno iedge. he O pusinessmode i is wide iy seen as improv ing ho  science is disseminate . but there ere unintene,

conse buences. he iast decade has a iso usnered in oden science princip ies. hich htve

chang d academiaus attitudes and be i ie s co ncerning the ro ie of beer rev ie  tnd the v iue ofeLbedit d dissemihation of scientific f
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Poster
ID

Poster Presenters Title

18 Sarah Boucenna 
Investigation of β cell-derived extracellular vesicles in stimulating the
insulin secretion in mouse cell spheroids

19 Sarah Ford  Bone formation by osteoid-osteocytes and osteocytes in C57Bl/6 mice

20 Ramshaa Mahalingam  Fibulins and LTBP4 Interact with Syndecans to Regulate Elastogenesis

21 Iram Fatima Siddiqui
Adipose tissue-



Poster
ID

Poster Presenters Title

35 Heba Madi 
Characterizing the inflammation around dental implants: Bacterial
infection, hypersensitivity, or both? A Feasibility study

36 Anisha Rodrigues 
Zygomatic-implant Fixed Rehabilitation for the Atrophic Maxilla: A
Network Meta-analysis

37 Elaheh Akbari 
 Radiation Impact on Endodontic-Treated Teeth in Head-Neck Cancer
Patients

38 Eric Krochmalnek 
Retentive Pro





Lightning Talk
Presenter

Title

Zaneta de Souza 
A benchmark database for evaluating accuracy, uncertainty, and reasoning abilities of
large language models in diagnosing oral cancer

Newsha Toreihi 
Creating a Culture of Sustainability in the McGill Faculty of Dental Medicine and Oral
Health Sciences

Mai Atique 
Genetic Mutations Associated with Inflammatory Response Caused by HPV Integration in
Oropharyngeal Squamous Cell Carcinoma

Jax Norman  Racial and Ethnic Discrepancies in Oral Health Conditions in the UK Biobank

Celine Agnes
Encapsulation
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